
 1 

 
GEOTRACES INTERNATIONAL SSC MEETING 

HOBART, TASMANIA, AUSTRALIA 
9-11 SEPTEMBER 2019 

 
List of action items and decisions 

 
 
 
National Reports 
 

1. Action: Mohamed Adjou to create a link from BODC to the transmissometer data on ODV.  
The same link will work when Gardner updates the database with the latest data. 

 
2. Action: Liping Zhou to check if the GEOTRACES data to be archived in Xiamen will be 

available to the international community.   
 

3. Action: Marina Kravchishina to write out a list of items to be purchased for a Russian trace 
element clean sampling system and the timeline for their purchase so the SSC can offer advice 
where it will be helpful.   

 
4. Action: Susanne Fietz to contact Ana-Aguilar Islas about participating in the Sea Ice 

intercalibration work.   
 

5. Action: Maite Maldonado to contact Paul Berube about finding a way to identify the time 
when a user linked BioGEOTRACES data with GEOTRACES data so it is possible to identify 
which version of the data was downloaded.  

 
International Partnership Issues 
 

6. Action: Alessandro Tagliabue to ask Elena Masferrer to send the announcement to the SSC, 
when the call for reviewers for the IPCC WG1 is published. 

 
7. Decision/Action: SCOR to forward emails about IPCC sent to SCOR on to Alessandro to 

filter and decide if they should go on to the SSC. 
 

8. Action: SCOR to try to stimulate interaction with GESAMP.   
 

9. Action: Gideon Henderson to contact Tracy Shimmield to try to stimulate interaction.  (Note: 
Later in the meeting contact was made) 

 
 
GEOTRACES Workshops and Training School 
 

10. Decision: SSC approved for Walter Geibert to organize the GEOTRACES Summer School in 
Bremerhaven on 28 June to 2 July 2021. 

 
11. Action: Liping to recommend to the organizers that Indian scientists be invited to the 4th 

Asian GEOTRACES workshop and emphasize to the organizers that if they want international 
participation then they need to fix the dates of the meeting and invite outside participants.   
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12. Action: SSC to consider opportunities for smaller sessions on sensitivity of TEI distributions 
to environmental change in an international conference before the Synthesis workshop on 
sensitivity of TEI distributions to environmental change workshop in 2022. 

 
13. Action: Walter Geibert to explore the possibilities for HWK Delmenhorst to provide funding 

for a small meeting prior the Synthesis workshop on sensitivity of TEI distributions to 
environmental change workshop. 

 
 
DMC Report 
 

14. Action: DMC co-chairs to clarify in the Parameter Search Instructions that the element needs 
to be selected first before stable isotope masses or radionuclide masses appear in the “atomic 
mass” menu.  

 
15. Action: Mohamed and Bill Landing to add to the data template that the PI can change the 

units, but should indicate the units in which the data are reported. Explain that later in the 
process the units will be converted to the units used by GEOTRACES. 

 
16. Action: Mohamed and Bill to add a link to a list to SeaDataNet flag codes.  Note that these are 

the preferred flags, but the PI can use another flag scheme if it is defined in the metadata.   
 

17. Action: Elena to ask IT developers to change the word “Authorization” in “Give 
Authorization” and “Refuse authorization” buttons to “Permission” in the step 4 of the DOoR. 

 
18. Decision: SSC approved the deadlines proposed by DMC:  

• 1st of December 2019: DOoR release 
• 1st of April 2020: First deadline - Guarantee, compliant data deadline 
• 1st of September 2020: Second deadline (S&I virtual meeting) 
• 15th of December 2020: Final data deadline (S&I virtual meeting in February 2021) 
• 1st May: Data to Reiner 
• 1st of July 2021: IDP2021 release 

 
19. Action: DMC co-chairs to clarify in the IDP2021 timeline announcement that the deadlines 

listed in the announcement apply to both data submission and to submission of the 
intercalibration report.   
 

20. Decision: If there is an IDP2021 launch, then advertise heavily that the launch will emphasize 
how to get the most out of the IDP (tricks and hints).   

 
21. Decision: GEOTRACES will not produce a USB stick with the IDP2021.   

 
 
IDP2017v3 
 

1. Decision: SSC approved the DMC proposal of not preparing a V3 of IDP2017 and instead, 
place a document on the IDP2017 download page identifying the errors and the missing data 
sets, and noting that these would be corrected/added in IDP2021.  (An action item for DMC 
co-chairs and Mohamed to execute this decision is already established in the DMC action 
items list) 
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Online ODV  
 
2. Decision: SSC approved for Reiner to place Online ODV with IDP2017 data under the data 

extractor to make sure that users register through the download agreement.  
 
 
Fair use agreement  
 

3. Action: SSC members to distribute the fair use agreement (https://www4.obs-
mip.fr/geotraces/idp2021-fair-use-document/) to their national GEOTRACES community and 
explain that this replaces the download agreement and registration step that applied in the past.  
These steps are being replaced because they presented a barrier to getting a DOI assigned to 
previous IDPs  (IDP2014 and IDP2017; a DOI cannot be assigned if a registration step is 
required).  Now the user will only have to click a button agreeing to the fair use statement.  
SSC members should ask the community for feedback on the document.   

 
4. Action: Mohamed to confirm that there will be only a single DOI for the entire IDP2021 

rather than issuing a DOI for each data set.  However, any PI can register their data and obtain 
their own DOI, and include that DOI through the portal.   

 
5. Decision: SSC approved for DMC co-chairs to send an e-mail to PI asking for permission to 

include IDP2017 data into IDP2021 under the new fair use agreement. 
 
 
Discussion on merging BioGEOTRACES and IDP2017 datasets: 
 

6. Decision: SSC approved the action item proposed by the DMC about Reiner Schlitzer and 
Paul Berube to draft a message to be sent by DMC co-chairs to PI whose data will be included 
in the genomics database requesting permission to allow access to data, one sample at a time. 

 
 
S&I Committee report  
 

7. Action: S&I Committee to include an example of a completed intercalibration report on the 
web, with a link entered into the downloaded report template.   

 
 
Review proposals for GEOTRACES cruise/data endorsement  
 

8. Decision: SSC approved PROVOCCAR as GEOTRACES Process Study. 
 

9. Decision: SSC approved MetalGate as GEOTRACES Process Study. 
 

10. Action: Tina to ask Babette Hoogakker to provide more information about what will be done 
with N isotopes as well as to urge her to consider additional redox couples.  Note: This action 
was completed during the meeting. Input from Babbette was considered to satisfy the request, 
so the SSC agreed to approve the process study. 

 
11. Decision: SSC approved I-CON as GEOTRACES Process Study. 

 
12. Action: Bob Anderson and Phoebe Lam to inform GP17 Chief Scientists that they need to 

submit a request for endorsement as GEOTRACES Section cruise.  
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Ocean Implementation Plan 
 

13. Action: Eric Actherberg to send Mohamed a note with GP11 cruise track to be updated.   
 

14. Action: Mohamed to update the GP11 cruise track.  
 

15. Action: Sunil Kumar Singh to submit the coordinates of the western extension of GI06 to be 
done in January 2020 to Mohamed.   

 
16. Action: Catherine Jeandel to send the SWINGS cruise track to Mohamed.   

 
17. Action: Mohamed to leave GS04 on the map but update the information on the table to 

indicate that this was completed as a process study.  
 

18. Action: Mohamed to add a zero on the map to GIPY2, make it GIPY02 on the map.   
 

19. Action: Mohamed to (1) update GI06, GI04 and GS02, cruise lines in the Indian basin map, 
(2) update the GS04 information in the table available under the cruise map and (3) add a zero 
on the map to GIPY2 to make it GIPY02.   

 
20. Action: Mohamed to (1) plot GN02 and GN03 as solid yellow line and (2) contact Per 

Andersson and get the correct coordinates of the GIPY13 cruise track.  
 

21. Action: Mohamed to rectify the Southern Ocean and the Pacific Ocean map to include all 
sections regardless of the section name.   

 
22. Action: Mohamed to rectify the South of Africa area so there is no ambiguity about location 

of the process studies.   
 

23. Action: Susanne to check cruise track for GIpr07 and send correct waypoints to Mohamed.   
 

24. Action: Maeve to inform Mohamed that the lines plots for GApr03 and GApr04 are too long, 
and send him the correct coordinates.   

 
25. Action: Mohamed to (1) update GIpr07, GApr03 and GApr04 cruise tracks and (2) rectify 

GPpr08 information to indicate that this is a joint US-Dutch cruise.  
 

26. Action: Mohamed to change in both the process studies and compliant data GDAC web pages 
the title “Section map” available on the upper left corner of the map to “Map of process 
studies” and “Map of compliant data” respectively.  

 
 
Funding for IPO, GDAC and SSC and other meetings  
 
 

27. Action: Ed Urban to put a placeholder of $7k in the 2021 budget for maintenance of the 
portal.   

 
28. Action:  Ed Urban to add $1500 to the expenses for shipping consensus samples to developing 

nations.   
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SCOR Review of GEOTRACES  
 

29. Action: SSC members to report about section cruises where sediments were collected in the 
following google spreadsheet: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1p5QI28A_hn7s8KWPWGqQR1CfrZ_gm_YV4CFbo
M2WBv8/edit?usp=sharing 

 
30. Action: Mohamed to include on the GDAC website the information of cruises where 

sediments were collected included in the google spreadsheet: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1p5QI28A_hn7s8KWPWGqQR1CfrZ_gm_YV4CFbo
M2WBv8/edit?usp=sharing 

 
31. Action: Mohamed to update the cruise form to add a line to ask if cores are to be taken on the 

cruise.   
 

32. Action: Mohamed to see whether the wording of the “Data Status” information can be 
changed to “in process” or “ongoing” instead of “overdue”. 

 
33. Action: DMC co-chairs to communicate with Mohamed to ask how much work it would be to 

contact PIs to ask if data currently marked as “overdue” are expected or not, and if yes, then 
ask if the data can be submitted for IDP2021. If the PI answers that he/she does not plan to 
submit it then change “overdue” to “unexpected”. If Mohammed indicates that he does not 
have the time to take on this task then the SSC accepts his assessment.   

 
34. Action: Mohamed to ask BODC will indefinitely maintain IDPs (at least those IDP that have a 

DOI).  Ask as well if BODC will maintain the GDAC landing page to locate data products.   
 

35. Action: Elena to add a link on the GEOTRACES website asking for feedback from the 
community. 

 
36. Action: Elena to compile research highlight slides from the annual reports to SCOR, so that 

SSC can then see how well these can be organised into a searchable library. 
 

37. Action: Elena to ask SSC members to include, on their national reports to SSC, a couple of 
sentences about how the national activities they are presenting help support the GEOTRACES 
mission. 

 
 
GEOTRACES Statement of values and behaviours  
 

38. Action: Elena to post the edited statement of values and behaviours document on the website. 
 

39. Action: Mohamed to add check boxes to cruise form stating that the proposer agrees to the 
statement of values and behaviours document.   

 
40. Action: Elena to announce the adoption of the statement of values and behaviours on the 

eNewsletter. 
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SSC, DMC and S&I rotations 
 

41. Decision: SSC agreed to nominate Rodrigo Torres from Chile as SSC member and keep 
Vanessa as GEOTRACES representative from Brazil.  

 
42. Decision: SSC agreed to nominate Vineet Goswami from India as SSC member. 

 
43. Action: SSC co-chairs and Elena to send an invitation to the proposed new contact points and 

ask whether they are willing to accept the role. 
 

44. Decision/Action: Next SSC meeting the co-chairs will present the national activity reports 
submitted by nations that submit reports but who do not have SSC representatives.   

 
45. Decision: SSC agreed for co-chairs to invite Karen Casciotti as SSC co-chair. If for some 

reason she declines, then invite Greg Cutter. 
 

46. Action: S&I Committee to propose a replacement for Karen Casciotti, if she accepts the SSC 
co-chair role. 

 
 
Expressions of interests for venue for 2021 meeting 
 

47. Decision: The SSC agreed for the following future venues for next SSC meetings: 
2020:  Santa Cruz, USA 
2021:  NIOZ or UK 
2022:  India 
2023:  NIOZ or UK 

 
 


